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t has been a fruitful year for the English Debating ‘ i, | —
Team in 2019 and the students had a wonderful |z €

time competing outside of school. We have reached
a wide number of participants in our team this year
and have raised a lot of interest in the English
Language as a whole. Thanks to the overwhelming
support of all the teachers involved who have put
in a lot of time and effort into training students to
prepare for their debates. With debates coming to
an end, we aré thankful for the experiences and
learning we've gained and welcome the next chapte

ahead.
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Hello From Me, Too

To encourage students to read more books in English, our school has participated in "Hello From Me,
Too", a reading programme developed by the English Alliance in Term 1, 2019/2020.

All F.1 and F.2 students participating in this dedicated English reading programme receive their own
copy of a storybook tailor-made for the programme. An experienced teacher from Australia, Mr. Mackey,
came and conducted some fun-packed workshops, in which students read an illustrated storybook that
compares Hong Kong culture and English culture, like Cheung Chau Bun Festival versus England’s
Pancake Day, or Dim Sum versus a full English breakfast. A guided group discussion follows in which
they express their views and exchange ideas with native English-speaking tutors and peers, together with
some of the interesting activities in the book being carried out in lessons to let students have a first-hand
experience of foreign culture.
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" Learning English with Netflix \is. Cheung Wing Sze
Are you all busy with online assignments and video classes a : /

amid suspension of school over the pandemic? If you want to |
keep learning, Netflix is the perfect platform for you to improve
English at your fingertips. With Netflix, you can enjoy an extensive
library of award-winning movies, TV shows, documentaries, and %
more. Choose a short TV show or sitcom with English subtitles
if you are beginner or low intermediate-level learner. It is a great
way to experience real-life English and pick up new vocabulary.
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For intermediate or advanced learners, you can probably choose a movie that you would love to
watch. Turn the subtitles off if you think you can follow the dialogues closely. It might seem ridiculous to
imitate the speech of the actors, but it is definitely the best way to learn a language fast and fluently. Keep
a vocabulary notebook handy while watching the movie if you are keen to learn English more effectively.
Binge-watching is NOT always bad! It can also be a healthy habit as long as itis a good use of your time.
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ﬁThe Power of a g-minute Podcast Ms Tsui Wan Yin
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f Learning English Through Watching a Movie Mr. Chan Chi Keung

Darkest Hour is a 2017 war film directed by Joe Wright. It is an account of Winston

Churchill’s early days as the prime minister who refused to make a peace treaty with Hitler
during the Second World War.

ACADEMY AWARD

As Viscount Halifax, the Foreign Secretary in the film has commented, “He (Churchill)
mobilized the English language and sent it into battle.”, | would like to focus on the language

aspect of this film through which a student can see the beauty of the English language and
learn it well.

In the film, one can easily find famous quotes of Winston Churchill, all of which are concrete
proofs that language is a weapon. In his address to the Parliament members, he made the
famous speech: “We shall not flag nor fail....” What Churchill wanted to say is the British would
not raise a white flag to surrender and neither would they fail. Saying this, he made the whole
nation fight to the end of the war.

GARY OLDMAN

DARKEST HOUR

The playwright Anthony McCarten has contributed to the success of this film with his pen too. The lines he wrote

for Churchill's wife are beautifully symmetrical in structure but paradoxical in meaning. Take a look at the following
quotations:

“You have the full weight of the world on your shoulders. You are wise because you have doubts. You are strong
because you are imperfect.”

In the film, there are examples of idioms which a student can learn to brush up their English.

On receiving the King’s call, Churchill said to his attendant, “I believe | have just received a royal rap on the
knuckles.” “A rap on the knuckles” is an idiom to give a formal disapproval to someone's action.

to question why the King wanted to replace Chamberlain, the former prime minister with him Obviously, Churchill

did not want to be a monkey controlled by his predecessor, the organ grinder. In another example, when Churchill '
warned the War Cabinet members not to draw a peace treaty with Hitler, he

. made a comparison: “You cannot reason with a tiger when your head is in its
mouth!” So once the listeners form a picture in their minds, they won't make

- such a risky decision. We as the audience feel the power of language!

So next time when you watch a film, you can pay attention to the language
'~ used and improve your English accordingly. There are many ways to brush up
your English, and learning English through films is one of my favourites!

Ms. Wong Hoi Ki
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https://www.change4health.gov.hk/tc/physical_activity/facts/more_active/index.html
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