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m@_ oMo Chan.

Mr. Chan, our vice-principal, is going to retire later this year. He has devoted his entire career to
teaching English, caring students and contributing to school administration.

A 4
Q: Hi, Mr. Chan. | know you have worked in Szeto Ho Secondary School for many years. When did
you join our school?

A: | joined Szeto Ho after my graduation from the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 1985.

Q: Wow, it was such a long time ago. Szeto Ho at that
time must have been very different from our school
now. Can you tell us about some differences?

A: Sure, the first difference that pops up in my mind is that
we did not use wireless microphones in those days.
Take a look at Picture 1. You can see me lecturing my
5A students in 1985. | could not walk freely when | was
using the microphone. To some extent, that affected my
teaching as | could not walk to my students’ desks and
check whether they could follow my instructions or not.

r&Chan using a wired microphone in1985%
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Q: That is an interesting difference. Are there any more differences you want to share with us?

A: My memory at that time is a bit blurry. Another striking difference is that the classrooms were not air-
conditioned and neither was the staff room. | lived in Yau Tong Estate at that time. | walked back home
to have lunch prepared by my dear mum. | still cherish this happy recollection in my memory. After
lunch, | walked back to the school to conduct the afternoon lessons. Every time | reached the school,
my shirt was all wet!

Q: Oh, Mr. Chan. You’re a walking history book of Szeto Ho. Can you share any other interesting
information with us?

A: Well, look at Picture 2. This is a picture | took with the students | taught in the first year here. When
do you think | took this picture?

Q: Well, the picture must have been taken in the transitional
period from winter uniform to summer uniform.

A: Bingo. Do you notice that the overcoats worn by the students
were crimson in colour? They were very different from the
black jackets our students are wearing now. However, there is
one thing that remains unchanged throughout all these years.
As you can see, | have felt a strong teacher-student rapport
ever since | joined this school.




Q: Oh, | see. Here is another picture. What is the significance of
this picture?

A: Picture 3 is a very precious picture | treasure very much. The man
to my left was a student whom | taught in the first year. He studied
Education and did his teaching practicum here!

\ ; Q: Well, Mr. Chan. Have you ever felt bored working at the same
o F{C . @U-dg fe) GIK place for 36 years?
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A: For most people, the answer may be ‘Yes’. However, | don’t share
such a feeling. To me, this is my first job and my last job, too! | love
teaching here as | find the students are teachable. | have had lots
of space to develop myself as a professional teacher here.
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Q: So that is what makes you stay in Szeto Ho for so long, right?

A: Yes, there are many reasons. Besides the students, the relationship with my colleagues is worth
mentioning. Pictures 4 and 5 were taken in the early years | worked here. The first one was taken
before we joined an open long-distance running competition. The latter one is a group photo taken
before we played football in Tai Hang Tung football field. “Senior” teachers often organised some
sporting activities for green teachers like me. We worked as partners and played like ‘brothers’. Those
were the good old days!

Picture 5 Playmg
Tung Football Fielc
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Q: What about the last picture you want to share with us? \

A: It was taken when the Tsing Ma Bridge was first opened for the
Standard Chartered Hong Kong Marathon. The bridge had not
been opened for traffic yet and it was a brand-new experience for
us to run on this landmark bridge of Hong Kong. All these pictures
are recollections of my happy memories in Szeto Ho which | will
never forget even after my retirement!

Q: Mr. Chan. Thanks for your sharing!

A: You're welcome!
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Cpeech is

-ﬁ; Stepping into its second year, the debating team

has expanded and now consisting of a junior team
and a senior team, with a total of 15 debaters. It is
a year not only full of challenges but also fruitful
and exciting. During the times of the COVID-19 pandemic, debates and training are done
online via Zoom and Google Meet. Despite the difficulties, the team’s enthusiasm in
debating and learning English has never diminished.

Yang Wan Yi (F.4A)

Taking part in debating has given me the opportunity to communicate
intellectually with students of another school in English and helped me step
out of my comfort zone. As a first-time debater, | felt excited but anxious. After
my first debate, | have learnt a lot. First, we need more statistics and examples
to support our arguments, just like writing articles and essays. Second, we should

start our preparation earlier, so we can practise the delivery of speech. Third, we "s‘ij"

need to listen to the opposing team carefully and try to rebut spontaneously. Last

but not least, we shouldn’t be affected by our emotions. 4 .
Yang!WanyYilisithe'Senior

| am inspired to make more effort to practise English speaking from now on. | would Captainiofibebating Team

attempt to speak more English in my daily life.

Wong Tsz Fung, Prince (F.4A)

Joining the debating team and having the first interschool competition have enriched my
experience in English speaking.

As the third speaker, | have learnt that time management, which is the crux of winning and
losing, is vital. Besides, the debating competition has made me realise the importance of team
spirit. Beforehand, we need to have a good division of labour to get adequate preparation of the
motion, such as researching and organising our arguments. Also, during the debate, we need to
work in close collaboration in order to give rebuttals to the opposing team.

After having a debating competition, | think | am more active in learning English. This not only
changes my attitude towards learning English, but also allows me to appreciate the joy of it. Now,
| am more active and more confident in speaking.

B - RTHK ‘The Speaker 2021’
Zhen Jindie (F.4A)

| have learnt that | should have deeper
understanding of the motion and look for more This year, two students, from Form 5 and Form
information to support my arguments and make 6, participated in “The Speaker 2021" and shared
them more powerful. Also, | should spend more time their insights about ‘home’ on RTHK Radio 2.
on writing and practising the script, making sure | can In their speeches, they discussed from different
speak fluently. | can see a huge discrepancy in the = perspectives the concept of an ideal home. Chan Ka
proficiency of English between the debaters from other ~ Him from 6A inspired listeners to explore what made
schools and me. Therefore, | want to pay extra effort in a good home, while Leung Chun Kan from 5B made
studying English and hope it could be boosted in the a strong appeal to everyone to cherish planet Earth.

future.
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Tsui Tsz Ming, Harry (F.3A)

| used to be very afraid of English. Every time | see a lot of
unfamiliar words, | feel very helpless and overwhelmed. | never
thought | would join the English debate team. | joined the team maybe
out of curiosity, or just to challenge myself. At first, | was very scared that |
would say something wrong. However, | gradually realized that actually there
is nothing to be afraid of. During the rounds of debates, | can find the charm
of English even more. When | really try to debate, English becomes part of my
body. It makes me really want to learn more English, not because it is a school
subject but for my enthusiasm in the language. Debating not only improves
my English proficiency, but also reminds me that | can overcome the fear of
unfamiliar things and learn something along the way. | am very thankful to be
part of the team.

Lam Tsz Ni, Lea (F.3C)

During the researching stage, | discovered many
things that | didn’t know before. For example, | read
articles about the biggest city in the world, the disadvantages
of megacities, and acquired lots of related vocabulary. | really
have learnt a lot during this debate! Though it is demanding, | think
debating is an exciting, meaningful and exhausting activity. After all, |
have learnt the meaning of ‘no pain, no gain’.

This experience has inspired me to be aware of current affairs and think
critically about the pros and cons of them. In addition, debating has
changed me a lot. After this debate, | think | am braver, and my attitude
3 towards English has changed too. Now, | think that reading English
e magazines is not as terrible as | thought.

I
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Public Speaking Contest

Both students were thrilled to record their
speeches in an RTHK studio and have a tour in
the RTHK radio station. Their speeches, along
with those of participants from other schools,
were later aired on RTHK radio 2. To both
participants, it was definitely an eye-opening
experience.

Mr.{Lau[€hun)Wing[accompanying
both'Chaniand/Leung
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